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Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 
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Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 
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Display conditions: 

Either 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package. 

Or 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the 
publication is available for supply, and must be shown in that place only to persons 
who make a direct request for the publication. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Irina Ionesco The Eros of Baroque is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The book is a collection of work by French-Romanian photographer Irina Ionesco. 
The restriction on the availability of the book to an adult audience is required due to 
the extent of nudity in the book and the sexual and somewhat unsettling impact of 
some of the images. 

The book includes photographs of a semi-naked, youthful looking model or models. 
The Classification Office has considered whether the presence of these photographs 
results in the book promoting or supporting, or tending to promote or support, the 
exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. Flowever, despite the sexual 
element in the book as a whole, it is not considered the young model is presented as a 
sexual object for the titillation of the viewer. Her nudity is exploited to a limited extent 
and degree. The Classification Office has balanced this against the book’s artistic 
merit, its purpose and intended audience, and its dominant effect. 

The book is a serious exploration of themes of sex, identity and morality, and is 
intended to be viewed as such. 
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Its dominant effect is of a legitimate record of artistic work. 

On balance, the availability of the book would not be likely to be injurious to the public 
good, provided that it is restricted to an adult audience. 
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